




TEN MOST COMMON CANCERS IN MALAYSIA
(PERCENTAGES)

2007-2011 2012-2016

Breast | 19.0

Colorectal | 13.5

Lung, Trachea, Bronchus | 9.8

Lymphoma | 5.1

Nasopharynx | 4.0

Leukaemia | 3.7

Prostate | 3.6

Liver | 3.5

Cervix Uteri | 3.5

Ovary | 3.1

Breast | 17.7 

Colorectal | 13.2

Lung, Trachea, Bronchus | 10.2

Lymphoma | 5.2

Nasopharynx | 4.9

Leukaemia | 4.4

Cervix Uteri | 4.2

Liver | 4.0

Ovary | 3.4

Stomach | 3.3 
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2007-2011 2012-2016

INCIDENCE RATE (ASR) 
FOR TEN MOST COMMON CANCERS BY SEX

AGE STANDARDISED RATE (WORLD) PER 100,000 POPULATION

Colorectal | 14.6

Lung, Trachea & Bronchus | 14.4

Prostate | 6.6

Nasopharynx | 6.4

Liver | 5.6

Lymphoma | 5.5

Leukaemia | 4.2

Stomach | 3.9

Bladder | 2.9

Other skin | 2.7

Breast | 31.1

Colorectal | 11.1

Cervix Uteri | 7.6

Lung, Trachea & Bronchus | 6.0

Ovary | 5.9

Corpus Uteri | 3.8

Lymphoma | 3.8

Leukaemia | 3.4

Thyroid | 2.9

Stomach | 2.6

Colorectal | 14.8

Lung, Trachea & Bronchus | 13.2

Prostate | 7.7

Lymphoma | 5.3

Nasopharynx | 5.2

Liver | 4.9

Leukaemia | 3.8

Stomach | 3.1

Other skin | 3.1

Bladder | 3.0

Breast | 34.1

Colorectal | 11.1

Cervix Uteri | 6.2

Lung, Trachea & Bronchus | 5.9

Ovary | 5.6

Corpus Uteri | 4.6

Lymphoma | 3.8

Thyroid | 3.2

Leukaemia | 3.0

Other skin | 2.3

Definition of Age-Standardised Rate (ASR): ASR is a summary measure, indicating the 
incidence rate that a population would have if it had a standard age structure.
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LIFETIME RISK
IN 2012-2016, THE LIFETIME RISK FOR MALE (1 IN 10 MALES)  

AND FEMALE (1 IN 9 FEMALES) ARE STILL THE SAME AS IN 2007-2011

LIFETIME RISK FOR MAJOR ETHNIC GROUPS

2007-2011
2007-2011

1 in 13  MALAY MALE

1 in 12  MALAY FEMALE

1 in 8 CHINESE MALE

1 in 8 CHINESE FEMALE

1 in 12 INDIAN MALE

1 in 8 INDIAN FEMALE

1 in 12 MALAY MALE

1 in 10 MALAY FEMALE

1 in 8 CHINESE MALE

1 in 8 CHINESE FEMALE

1 in 13 INDIAN MALE

1 in 9 INDIAN FEMALE

2012-2016
2012-2016

Definition of Lifetime Risk: The probability of an individual developing cancer 
before the age of 75 years in the absence of other causes of death.
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AGE-SPECIFIC INCIDENCE RATE FOR ALL CANCERS

FEMALE

MALE

The incidence of cancer were higher among females between the age of 25 and 64 
years old. After the age of 65 years old, the incidence among males peaks. 

Incidence per 100,000 population
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Definition of Age-specific Rate (AR): AR is the incidence rate in a specific age group. 
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11
SELECTED
CANCERS
BY GENDER
MALE
Colorectal • Page 6

Lung, Trachea, Bronchus • Page 7

Prostate • Page 8

Nasopharynx • Page 9

Liver • Page 10

FEMALE
Breast • Page 11

Colorectal • Page 12

Cervix Uteri • Page 13

Lung, Trachea, Bronchus • Page 14

Ovary • Page 15

Thyroid • Page 16
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MALE COLORECTAL CANCER
AGE SPECIFIC INCIDENCE RATE

THE LIFETIME RISK:
2007 - 2011: 1 in 56 for all males | 1 in 72 for Malays | 1 in 39 for Chinese | 1 in 82 for Indians
2012 - 2016: 1 in 55 for all males | 1 in 65 for Malays | 1 in 43 for Chinese | 1 in 70 for Indians

Colorectal cancer is the commonest cancer among males. The trend of incidence in  

2012-2016 is similar to 2007-2011 with increased rates seen between age 55 and 64 years old.

In 2012-2016, percentage diagnosed at late stage (Stage 3 & 4) increased to 72.4%.

AGE

0-4

5-9

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40-44

45-49

50-54

55-59

60-64

65-69

70-74

75+

STAGE 1 | 10.5%

2007 - 2011 (n = 4,263)

STAGE 4 | 35.5%

STAGE 3 | 30.4%

STAGE 2 | 23.6%

STAGE 1 | 7.4%

2012 - 2016 (n = 4,806)

STAGE 4 | 39.6%

STAGE 3 | 32.8%

STAGE 2 | 20.2%

STAGING

2007 - 2011 2012 - 2016
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In 2012-2016, percentage diagnosed at late stage (Stage 3 & 4) increased to 93.5%.

MALE LUNG, TRACHEA & BRONCHUS CANCER
AGE SPECIFIC INCIDENCE RATE

THE LIFETIME RISK:
2007 - 2011: 1 in 55 for all males | 1 in 62 for Malays | 1 in 43 for Chinese | 1 in 103 for Indians
2012 - 2016: 1 in 60 for all males | 1 in 62 for Malays | 1 in 51 for Chinese | 1 in 145 for Indians

Lung, trachea, bronchus cancer is the second commonest cancer amongst males. 

The trend of incidence in 2012-2016 is similar to 2007-2011 which peaks at the age 

of 60-74 years old. However, reduced rate is seen in most age groups.

AGE

0-4

5-9

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40-44

45-49

50-54

55-59

60-64

65-69

70-74

75+

STAGE 1 | 3.6%

2007 - 2011 (n = 4,189)

STAGE 4 | 66.4%

STAGE 3 | 23.1%

STAGE 2 | 6.9%

STAGE 1 | 2.5%

2012 - 2016 (n = 4,633)

STAGE 4 | 78.0%

STAGE 3 | 15.5%

STAGE 2 | 4.0%

STAGING

2007 - 2011 2012 - 2016
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PROSTATE CANCER
AGE SPECIFIC INCIDENCE RATE

In 2012-2016, percentage diagnosed at late stage (Stage 3 & 4) increased to 68.6%.

THE LIFETIME RISK:
2007 - 2011: 1 in 117 for all males | 1 in 146 Malays | 1 in 86 Chinese | 1 in 124 Indians
2012 - 2016: 1 in 94 for all males | 1 in 117 Malays | 1 in 72 Chinese | 1 in 108 Indians 

Prostate cancer is the third commonest cancer amongst males. Compared to 2007-2011, increased incidence rates 
are seen in 2012-2016 after the age of 55 years old and the highest incidence is in the age group of 70-74 years old.

AGE

0-4

5-9

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40-44

45-49

50-54

55-59

60-64

65-69

70-74

75+

STAGE 1 | 15.6%

2007 - 2011 (n = 1,592)

STAGE 4 | 41.3%

STAGE 3 | 18.7%

STAGE 2 | 24.4%

STAGE 1 | 13.4%

2012 - 2016 (n = 1,682)

STAGE 4 | 53.2%

STAGE 3 | 15.4%

STAGE 2 | 18.0%

STAGING

2007 - 2011 2012 - 2016
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MALE NASOPHARYNGEAL CANCER
AGE SPECIFIC INCIDENCE RATE

In 2012-2016, percentage diagnosed at late stage (Stage 3 & 4) increased to 69.3%.

THE LIFETIME RISK:
2007 - 2011: 1 in 143 for all males | 1 in 417 for all females
2012 - 2016: 1 in 175 for all males | 1 in 482 for all females

Nasopharyngeal cancer is the fifth commonest cancer amongst males and 

the Malaysian population in 2012-2016. The trend of incidence in 2012-2016 is 

similar to 2007-2011 with reduced rate is seen in all age groups.

AGE

0-4

5-9

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40-44

45-49

50-54

55-59

60-64

65-69

70-74

75+

STAGE 1 | 11.6%

2007 - 2011 (n = 2,072)

STAGE 4 | 34.5%

STAGE 3 | 29.1%

STAGE 2 | 24.8%

STAGE 1 |10.1%

2012 - 2016 (n = 2,193)

STAGE 4 | 39.8%

STAGE 3 | 29.5%

STAGE 2 | 20.6%

STAGING

2007 - 2011 2012 - 2016
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MALE LIVER CANCER
AGE SPECIFIC INCIDENCE RATE

THE LIFETIME RISK:
2007 - 2011: 1 in 144 for all males  | 1 in 418 for all females
2012 - 2016: 1 in 164 for all males  | 1 in 452 for all females

In 2012-2016, percentage diagnosed at late stage (Stage 3 & 4) increased to 

85.5%. Presentation of cases at Stage 4 is still very high.

Liver cancer is the sixth commonest cancer amongst males in 2012-2016. 

Incidence amongst females is relatively low. The trend of incidence in 2012-2016 is 

similar to 2007-2011 with reduced rate is also seen in all age groups.

AGE

0-4

5-9

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40-44

45-49

50-54

55-59

60-64

65-69

70-74

75+

STAGE 1 | 10.2%

2007 - 2011 (n = 1,221)

STAGE 4 | 65.0%

STAGE 3 | 13.8%

STAGE 2 | 11.0%

STAGE 1 | 5.8%

2012 - 2016 (n = 1,200)

STAGE 4 | 73.8%

STAGE 3 | 11.6%

STAGE 2 | 8.8%

STAGING

2007 - 2011 2012 - 2016
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FEMALE BREAST CANCER
AGE SPECIFIC INCIDENCE RATE

THE LIFETIME RISK:
2007 - 2011: 1 in 30 for all females | 1 in 35 Malays | 1 in 22 Chinese | 1 in 24 Indians
2012 - 2016: 1 in 27 for all females | 1 in 30 Malays | 1 in 22 Chinese | 1 in 23 Indians

In 2012-2016, the percentage diagnosed at late stage (Stage 3 & 4) increased to 47.9%

Breast cancer is the commonest cancer amongst females. The trend of incidence in 2012-2016 

is similar to 2007-2011. However, higher rates are seen after the age of 50 years old.

AGE

0-4

5-9

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40-44

45-49

50-54

55-59

60-64

65-69

70-74

75+

STAGE 1 | 19.9%

2007 - 2011 (n = 11,938)

STAGE 4 | 20.0%

STAGE 3 | 23.1%

STAGE 2 | 37.0%

STAGE 1 | 17.5%

2012 - 2016 (n = 13,485)

STAGE 4 | 22.8%

STAGE 3 | 25.2%

STAGE 2 | 34.5%

STAGING

2007 - 2011 2012 - 2016
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FEMALE COLORECTAL CANCER
AGE SPECIFIC INCIDENCE RATE

THE LIFETIME RISK:
2007 - 2011: 1 in 74 for all females | 1 in 100 Malays | 1 in 49 Chinese | 1 in 91 Indians
2012 - 2016: 1 in 76 for all females | 1 in 89 Malays | 1 in 57 Chinese | 1 in 95 Indians

In 2012-2016, percentage diagnosed at late stage (Stage 3 & 4) increased to 73.1%.

Colorectal cancer is the second commonest cancer amongst females. Compared to 2007-2011,  

higher incidence rates are seen at the younger age group between 35 to 64 years old in 2012-2016.

AGE

0-4

5-9

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40-44

45-49

50-54

55-59

60-64

65-69

70-74

75+

STAGE 1 | 9.7%

2007 - 2011 (n = 3,372)

STAGE 4 | 33.3%

STAGE 3 | 31.9%

STAGE 2 | 25.1%

STAGE 1 | 6.6%

2012 - 2016 (n = 3,859)

STAGE 4 | 40.2%

STAGE 3 | 32.9%

STAGE 2 | 20.3%

STAGING

2007 - 2011 2012 - 2016
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CERVIX UTERI CANCER
AGE SPECIFIC INCIDENCE RATE

In both reports, 76% of cases are still diagnosed at later stage (Stage 2, 3 & 4)

Cervical cancer is the third commonest cancer amongst females. The trend of incidence in  

2012-2016 is similar to 2007-2011 with the highest incidence at the age group of 70-74 years.  
However, reduced incidence rate is seen in all age groups in 2012-2016.

AGE

0-4

5-9

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40-44

45-49

50-54

55-59

60-64

65-69

70-74

75+

THE LIFETIME RISK:
2007 - 2011: 1 in 116 for all females | 1 in 176 Malays | 1 in 87 Chinese | 1 in 111 Indians

2012 - 2016: 1 in 144 for all females | 1 in 194 Malays | 1 in 129 Chinese | 1 in 157 Indians 

STAGE 1 | 23.9%

2007 - 2011 (n = 2,794)

STAGE 4 | 18.4%

STAGE 3 | 21.9%

STAGE 2 | 35.8%

STAGE 1 | 23.7%

2012 - 2016 (n = 2,771)

STAGE 4 | 18.7%

STAGE 3 | 22.3%

STAGE 2 | 35.3%

STAGING

2007 - 2011 2012 - 2016
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FEMALE LUNG, TRACHEA & BRONCHUS CANCER
AGE SPECIFIC INCIDENCE RATE

In 2012-2016, extremely high percentages of the lung, trachea and bronchus 

cases were still diagnosed at late stage (Stage 3 & 4).

THE LIFETIME RISK:
2007 - 2011: 1 in 135 for all females | 1 in 185 for Malays | 1 in 97 for Chinese | 1 in 255 for Indians
2012 - 2016: 1 in 138 for all females | 1 in 169 for Malays | 1 in 108 for Chinese | 1 in 251 for Indians

Lung, trachea and bronchus cancer is the fourth commonest cancer amongst females. 

The incidence trend in 2012-2016 is similar to the trend in 2007-2011.

AGE

0-4

5-9

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40-44

45-49

50-54

55-59

60-64

65-69

70-74

75+

STAGE 1 | 3.1%

2007 - 2011 (n = 1,769)

STAGE 4 | 70.4%

STAGE 3 | 19.4%

STAGE 2 | 7.1%

STAGE 1 | 3.1%

2012 - 2016 (n = 2,187)

STAGE 4 | 81.3%

STAGE 3 | 11.0%

STAGE 2 | 4.6%

STAGING

2007 - 2011 2012 - 2016
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OVARIAN CANCER
AGE SPECIFIC INCIDENCE RATE

THE LIFETIME RISK:
2007 - 2011: 1 in 158 for all females | 1 in 159 Malays | 1 in 147 Chinese | 1 in 153 Indians
2012 - 2016: 1 in 167 for all females | 1 in 160 Malays | 1 in 169 Chinese | 1 in 164 Indians

Percentage diagnosed at late stage (Stage 3 & 4) remained around 56% in 2007-2011 and 2012-2016.

Ovarian cancer is the fifth commonest cancer amongst females. The incidence trend in 2012-2016 is 

similar to the trend in 2007-2011. Reduced incidence rate is seen in majority of the age groups.

AGE

0-4

5-9

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40-44

45-49

50-54

55-59

60-64

65-69

70-74

75+

STAGE 1 | 30.9%

2007 - 2011 (n = 2,358)

STAGE 4 | 23.7%

STAGE 3 | 32.3%

STAGE 2 | 13.1%

STAGE 1 | 31.5%

2012 - 2016 (n = 2,507)

STAGE 4 | 25.8%

STAGE 3 | 30.5%

STAGE 2 | 12.2%

STAGING

2007 - 2011 2012 - 2016
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AGE

0-4

5-9

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40-44

45-49

50-54

55-59

60-64

65-69

70-74

75+

FEMALE THYROID CANCER
AGE SPECIFIC INCIDENCE RATE

THE LIFETIME RISK: 
2007- 2011: 1 in 884 for all males  | 1 in 336 for all females
2012 - 2016: 1 in 732 for all males  | 1 in 302 for all females

In 2012-2016, more cases are diagnosed at Stage 1 (42.6%) compared to Stage 4 (24.4%).

Thyroid cancer is the eighth commonest cancer amongst females. The incidence 

trend in 2007-2011 has a peak at the age group of 65-69 years old. This is not seen 

in 2012-2016 but increased rate is seen in almost all age groups. 

STAGE 1 | 36.5%

2007 - 2011 (n = 671)

STAGE 4 | 29.1%

STAGE 3 | 11.3%

STAGE 2 | 23.1%

STAGE 1 | 42.6%

2012 - 2016 (n = 810)

STAGE 4 | 24.4%

STAGE 3 | 12.6%

STAGE 2 | 20.4%

STAGING

2007 - 2011 2012 - 2016
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